
High School Summer Reading 2021
Directions for All High School Students: All students need to read two (2) books for summer
reading.

1. High School One Read:  All students are to read this title.
Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story
of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race. Generally, the
book is a very fast-paced and interesting read about the black women who worked at the
Langley Air Force Base in Hampton, Virginia, and their many and varied contributions to
the field of aeronautical and astronautical research. It is part biography, part history of
NASA, part history of segregation, part history of the civil rights movement, part history
of the Virginia peninsula, and part history of women's rights. It is absolutely fascinating.*

2. Free Choice: Please choose a book that suits your interests, reading level and time
constraints.  If you need help, visit the website below for some ideas.
https://www.nypl.org/books-music-movies

3. Special Summer Reading Directions for AP Lit and AP Lang Students
As a student registered for an AP class in English, there are special requirements for

summer reading.
a. Both juniors and seniors registered for AP English classes must read the

HS “One Read” title.
b. In addition, for your AP specialty title, you must read one of the

following books as indicated by the course you are registered for.

JUNIORS REGISTERED FOR AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
Irving, John. A Prayer for Owen Meany. Owen Meany is a short boy with a squeaky
voice who foresees his own death and sees himself as an instrument of God.

SENIORS REGISTERED FOR AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
Deresiewicz, William. Excellent Sheep.* The author, a professor at Yale, saw something
that troubled him deeply. His students, some of the nation’s brightest minds, were adrift
when it came to the big questions: how to think critically and creatively, and how to find
a sense of purpose. As schools shift focus from the humanities to "practical" subjects like
economics and computer science, students are losing the ability to think in innovative
ways. Deresiewicz explains how college should be a time for self-discovery.

*adapted from Amazon.com.

https://www.nypl.org/books-music-movies
http://www.amazon.com/William-Deresiewicz/e/B00IZOIPMI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

